A double-decker with East
Lancs bodywork adds
mitch-needed breadth fo
Scania’s bhus-and-coach
line-up for the UK. But
Stephen Morris wonders
about the length of its rear
overhang, about
incomfortably cramped
rear seats, and about
where the OmniDekka 15
going to end up in o
market that is already
starfing to look fragile and
distinctly overcrowded.

o s lorg &g, you could havs bean
N fnrgiven for wondering whelher Scania

wiigs seiaus gbaul the UK bus-and-cpach
markat, &ll it had o ollar was & 12-meire single
ciachar wilh an in-lins warical erging. Mo protdem
{pr coaches, The KB4 ard |ls heasar, maone-
povwarlul K124 siaklemeles ol the mustard as
largely=carventianal rear-angmad coachos. A
siEl e i the ees of B qood numizar of
opralars,

Bul Ecatia’s bus oflenng has been cordinad
ber o praduct tha L4, conceivid ofiginally as
o inber-wiban high-flzar vehicle and adapled Lo
suit UK eperstor pretamance Sor ke Naors by
Wiighibes, The anly codybuilder willing e g2t b2
grips with wrning 4 inte a low=lor bus,

Ssania's posiion hare has shinged
dramalically cver the past 16 manibis or $a. 11l
slartad wilh the ursiling late o 2000 of a UK-
specilication amniGity 12-meiree: loe-loor bus
(wilk frangwvana rear enging) and spit-alls basad
on the seme chass's.

There is the Wrighl-bodicd L2d ard an
arliculatad wersion of the DreatiCity which comas
inta ihe UK as a complabe velasle reiher than a
chassis, Some hawe been ordered alreedy far
carmy ng workars o the teeminal-B canstruction
sile at Heathrow Airpo,

Mo Scania s ilsell e enly manafactwnar
i Beitaln glole to affar two artic madalz, A 10.5m
woargian of tha CmniCity's MEJUB chassis has
kagn bodied as a midbus unimaginativaly
chrialaned “SmallBes"| lo give Saadtia 4
praganca in & markat deminabed By the TransBus
Dart. Tna Dal Bus SB120 s beginning 10 glva the
Dart & run for ils maney, secously ansugh far
Yalwo b hava docided ta markel the vahizle
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iminus The Car name, of course) instead of
devaloping ils own contander for a sector of the
markat In which il has boen singularly
ursuzcassiul hilherla, MAM is snolhar latecormer
hizra, with & long-aeaited 14,220,

C-an Scanle make & success of markating a
Fesnpwsight chassis in this lightweight sactor?
That ramains 10 be sean. Cerlainly its waight
Fenaly is considarable. And the smans hardly
laok enesuraging when Scania has ended up
asmemibling Darts in Augtialia and whan its it
UK gustamar for the SmallGus, Dwham Travel
Services' London Eagsyiink aperalion, crashad
last yamr {thaugh nebody & Blaming the bes
rivardaciurer for thatj.

Dut the biggest hale of allin Scania's UK
bug-and-caach product ling-up has boan dug by
its inability 10 offar a double-deckir & large batch
al step-entry (a5 disbnc fram [oe-lloor) goutda-
deckers buit for shock prosad hard ba shilt orce
the 2vermight tansformedion b lew-foar had
taken plece and Sgania had na pradesl o pikch
againzt Dal, Dennis ard Velva. This has beoen
addressed by the Enst Lancashire Caach
Builders Dmirilaekkas, the firsl sxamples of
which Fave just been delivarad o Mainobas ol
Crzngtan for Transport-for-Landon work,

The OmniDekka's wo key sallivg poinks in
1he doute-dechoer mar<gt are a lewear lloes kaighl
than Waolvo, TransBues and Cal rivals; and an gara
rows ol seats davnstairs, Tna ks heighl resuls
from & comBinalion of chassiz design ard fram
tha East Lancs sandwich construclion far the
lovesr-deck ceilnglupper-deck floge,

Tha cost ol reaning @ doubla-dackar in
Lendon hes 10 be [awer when thare 1= a lulure far
Ihe bus cutsice Ihe capiial o1 tha end of 1he
rardracl, But the paleniial far 1his is comprarmisad
when 1he add tiznal passanger headroom
samancied by the Landen specilication means
the bies cannet be wmed on routes wieh low treas
ar bridnes. Eest Lancs has swan thoughl about
reirolitling double-deckers with a lowar 1op deck
wihen thay come ul ol Lendoe, thaugh never
azhually done so. The OmniDekka offers ample
Beadrezm on bolh decks, sen for siv-looters
wizaring thick-soled shoes, wilhin an overall
haighd of 2210 medres {130 9.75in},

Tha OrwniDokka's exira saaling capacity in
I [awer deck stams from the lenglh of the rear
owerhieny [Treansper! Enginssr Movembar 2002
and Fabrugry 2003, A 291 malres, his alows
an enclra, row of 2eals te b flad belween te
rear whaelanznes and he five-seater bench,
which can be mounled tarther back than o rival
desigrs because the Iransvirse angine is
inclined & 80 dagreas,

‘Whareas Scania ruripizis tha virbue of exira
saaling capecity, TransBus emphasizas how (he
campzst rear end o s Tridend doubfa-deckar
wilhi an overherg o enly 2.1% matas, means
less catswing. Volvo's BTTL w15 satasan thass
lwa with a rear owarhang of 2,365 matras. Indead
Seania's rear ovehang is caly 270mm shorter
ihan ihil 2l 1he In-ine engined wirsion of the
Valva BYL, and thls was judsed wnsuitable for
doutde-fack usa pacause of the length of is rear
averfiann,
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The CunmDakka’s
reanmosl seals on the lower
deck are cramped.
Headrecm inesitetle
reduses gradually towards
ihe rear &3 the figar slopes
up owar the 12-ionna rear
axfa. And the rear saal
squab i3 bolt upright. with
juzt a thin layer of padding
on & flak base moulded imo
1he reer end and altachad
by & metsl slrip which digs
Into tna thighs, &5 i 1o add
lo 1he misary of rearsgat
passengars, normal-siee
windows on the Easl Lancs
by stope sharl al (b rearn
sonl, leawing nly & firg
rizarrns] wirefaw. 11 = hand
br iifivging anyons alher
than vandas chaasing
fracly 1o ccougy theae
sials. The OmnDaekia
alhersise is a compatent
bus.

East Lancs uses the
Aluzuizge Balted consiructan
which enjoys & good
reputation for slremgth ard
agge of PApar &S well &3
aluminium's innarent
cooroslon resisiance. A pre-
coating system for inferior
suraces is bomowed fram
ihe airling industry, This
creatss a curabia though
stark-lookirg finish,

Ride qualisy is helped by
a low centra of gravily and by
slacircnically-canirollsd air
suspensian wilh two wida-
spaced bhags on the fronl
axle arndd four at the rear

Powimr cormas Fram
Seania's DCY Eune-3 fing-
lilre engme, rafed @l 2Z230kp
or 2B00p. A garbeudate rap is
aptional at balh power
raflings. There is no choice o
gearbo: it is e feur-spesd
IF AHPEI2C wilh The 230hp
arging and the four-spead
4HFES2 wilh the 2E0hp
anging. Matrabus is plumpng
far the 2EO0p engine wilh
pariiculata irep on tha 13
OmniDekkas il has ordenad, Anoiher 18,
including two convartizle cpen-toppers, have
been ordared by Brighton & Hoea, a siskar
carmgany of Matrcbus in the Go-Ahead group,

Metrcous managing dirscior Alan Eatwell
was engineering diractor a1 Brighion & Hews
whan 1 was a Mational Bus Company subsidiany,
sloy he recalls haow the Scanias at Brighteon wars:
anly evar cwar the workshop pits far rouling
maintanange. Cna filker is said @ hawe psigned
oacausa na reckoned the jobr had Become o
zaring. “I'll ba dalighted il the new Scanies seree
w2 as wall an raliabilig and runming coss” says
kAr Eabwall.

John Horn, East Lancashire Coach Duildens
sales directar, acenawledgas thal The OmniDokka
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has 1o b mono than just & "me-don dookile-
deckier”, Tha Easl Lancs Alususse dostle-dack
|'_|I3:||,5‘_|,' i% bigdt an ko Shassis 21 p."E!EI'lll Irom
TransbBus {Cennis Trident), Walvo, Dal and
Seania. WiighlBus meanwhile builds Itz body cn
Cral ardd Walve chasgis. TransBus aflers bolh s
[arrnar Plastaa gnd Alaxardar ranges an all but
Scania, whila 1he Dal decker ig gz aealable
with Oplare’s badi. And an Osane inegral s
|.'||'I:II'I"IiEEﬂ. S0 e UK markeal lor doule-gackars
i5 alrsady in danger of besoming cver-populalad,
Il Land ooy I'.'EII'IQEE-ﬁI'.'Iﬂ charg:ng furnz oulto e a
digasier, pl:-!i[i:ﬂ.._.',' ar athanyisa, and lhe rasult s
lass sympathy 1o puslic transpar frem Londan's
Izl -i_'tﬂ-'.l'El'l'll'l"lE':ﬂ. Ihig arossdad maskat could
aven collapse overnighl. B
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